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Media Watch magazine on daily basis collects all articles – small and large - which are published in 8 newspapers, concerning ethnic and religious minorities in Denmark. This data is used for mapping, documentation and analysis and is published in the form of a report, every 3 months.

Because of the seriousness of the Prophet Mohammed Caricature case, we wanted to focus on Islam in a particular span of time. We chose the month of May 2006.

In this effort, we collected nearly 600 articles, which in one way or the other related to Muslims and Islam in Denmark. 

Among this large collection, we found some good but mostly bad news as well as some interesting information, which points towards a particular development. We have thus translated few articles in English for our International contacts. In the absence of a listening ear in the official Denmark, we thought to inform the world around us. It is in no way meant to malign Denmark but just to make a point. Below are some of the important stories.   

1. Danish People’s Church behind anti-Islam network of priests
A newly established network of 60 anti-Islam priests and theologians refused to invite Muslim Imams in side Danish churches.

 In a press release sent by the network, it is very strongly stressed that Christians and the Muslims do not believe in the same God, therefore Mosques and Churches can not work together. The network includes some very prominent names in the Danish society such as Niels Højlund, Søren Godfredsen, Edith Thingstrup, Morten Kvist and katrine Winkel Holm. These priests and theologians often take part in the media debates and are known for their openly anti-Islam opinions.

This network does not wish that church priests invite Imams inside their churches for a dialogue. In their opinion, the church can not agree with Imams without rejecting the dogma of Lord Jesus. The network also emphasised that it wishes to criticise Islam and not an individual Muslim.(Berl.Tid 26 May 2006)

One of the prominent exponents of anti-Islam rhetoric in Denmark is Niels Højlund. He is a writer, priest and media personality. In a recent article in the newspaper, Kristeligt Dagblad( 27 05.2006), he commented on the ECRI report which criticised Denmark on its treatment of ethnic and religious minorities. Under the headline; “ Human Rights Fatwas are spreading”, he lambasted the international organisations.” No person with one or the other highest mandated authority, from this or that human rights agency, from one of those places in the world, should come here and tell us, what we should do and mean. We in this country, loathe all types of Fatwa decrees, on behalf of our holiest principles and ideals. And that by the way, we have done since Martin Luther and Hans Tausen’s time. Let us not forget it.”  
2. Survey among Muslim Communities and Danish public about freedom of speech and Caricatures

The newspaper Jyllands-Posten which started all the debate by publishing 12 insulting caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed in its 30th September 2005 edition, recently asked a prestigious survey institute Ramboll Manaagement to make an opinion survey among Denmark’s 207.000 Muslims. 680 persons over 17 years of age from 9 largest Muslim communities were asked 2 questions. 

1. Should freedom of expression supersede, sensitivity to one’s religiously based rules and traditions?

2. Did Jyllands-Posten acted correctly or wrongly by bringing 12 caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed?

The survey also asked the same questions to Danish people.

To the question of freedom of speech, the survey found;

· 10% Muslims said that freedom of speech should always be over and above religious sensivity. 46% Danes said yes to this question. 

· 34% said, it depends on the situation. 42% Danes agreed with this position.

· 51% said, never, should freedom of speech be over and above religious sensivity. Only 8.5% Danes said, never too.

· 6% had no opinion while only 3.5 % Danes had no opinion.

To the second question relating to publishing the caricatures, the results were as follows;

· 3% among Muslims said that it was right for Jyllands-Posten to publish while 47% Danes agreed to this position

· 93% Muslims said that it was wrong to publish while 41,7% Danes agreed with this opinion

· 5% Muslims had no opinion while 11.3% Danes said the same

Other interesting results of the survey

· Over 50% of Muslims has private contacts with Danes on weekly basis

· 98% Muslims mean that women should be working in the labour market

· Nearly 75% Muslims get their news from Danish media

· 75% Muslims never go to Friday prayers

· 75% Muslim think that women should not bear headscarf

· Less than 50% Muslims will accept that their daughters should marry a non-Muslim

· The youth among Muslims are more religious than their parents 

(Source; Jyllands-Posten, 21 May 2006)

The newspaper also made another survey that looked at the opinions of Danes towards Muslims and how it matches with Sweden and Norway.

In this survey, it became clear that Danes together with Norwegians were clearly against Muslims and wanted to curtail their arrival in their countries. 

At the same time it was very difficult for these two nations to live where many Muslims live. Professor Ulf Hedetoft from Academy of Migration Studies in Denmark believed that from this survey, one can demonstrate that there is a kind of suspicion or distance taking towards Muslims. But it is not only in Denmark but also in Norway and Sweden.” (J.Posten 18. May 2006)     

3. Danish People’s Party’s real face

The situation concerning Danish People’s Party’s constant Islamophobic statements has reached such a point that, one of the largest daily newspaper B.T – known for its anti-Muslim, anti-minority editorials and coverage – was forced to take a stance. Its Chief editor, Arne Ullum wrote a very critical editorial (24 May 2006) about the party. Under the headline;” Danish People’s Party’s real face”, he wrote;” Danish People’s Party must consider whether party’s tone about immigrants debate is so hard that less intelligent politicians in the party may be motivated to start walking on racism’s path.”

Besides a full-page editorial, the newspaper also published many racist and discriminatory statements uttered by party’s politicians on local, regional, national and EU level. Some of the party’s politicians have been found guilty by the courts. The Danish Supreme Court has also ruled that the party leader, Pia Kjærsgaard’s opinions can be considered being racist.

4. Keep the religion indoors – says the Danish Prime Minister

In a lengthy article in one of the largest daily newspaper Politiken, the Prime Minster of Denmark argued for the separation of religion and the state. His arguments was that;” religion can take away people’s freedom and responsibility. This relates a situation when the Holy Scriptures are presented as laws, which in detail describes how an individual believer should live his or her life”. 

(Politiken 19.05.2006)
The Prime Minster without naming names was mainly referring to Islam and the way Muslims are supposedly living their lives according to Quran, because his remarks came just after Prophet Mohammed Caricature issue as well as ECRI report which mentioned the maltreatment of Muslim communities in Denmark.       

He also mentioned in his article that in Denmark, Christianity and politics are not mixed and this model is worth fighting for. He further mentioned that Danish Church by definition is People’s Church and not a State Church as well as it is run by congregations and not the State.

His statements created a lot of fuss in Danish intellectual circles because the Prime Minster was misinforming the public. 

One of the sharpest critics of this government’s anti-Islam policies is author and journalist, Gerog Metz. Writing in his weekly column in Information (27 May 2006), he responded to Prime Minster in these words;

” On top of Danish People’s Church is the Danish government and the Parliament, in the form of a Ministry of Church. The Ministry gets its money from State, which decides the parameters and framework for the Church. The Danish People’s Church is not financed or run by congregations because in reality it is financially supported by the State, all priests are paid by the State, education of priests is financed by State. The theological education system in Denmark in reality has monopoly on hiring the priests. Prime Minister’s real addressees are not the Christians but other religions that also want to be supported by the State.”

5. Danish People’s Party is joyous over torture

It has now become customary for the Danish majority and ethnic minorities to read, hear or see racist and Islamophobic statements coming from political leadership of Danish People’s Party. Right from calling Islam as Nazism, Plague over Europe, Cancer on Danish body, not being a religion but a terrorist organisation, a hateful religion to accusing Muslims to be 5th column, waiting to cut the throats of Europeans, being criminal, and spreading like cancer cells. 

To this years of hateful propaganda, was recently added an extra dimension by another member of Danish parliament, Martin Henriksen. He is the spokesperson for education for the Danish People’s Party. On his web site, under the title; “ Help me – says the eyes behind the veil”, Henriksen wrote; “ If Muslim men would not put away their honour, will Denmark do away with them by sending these Muslim men home to torture and political oppression. This shall be a joyous thing for us”.(Information and  Politiken, 23 May 2006) 

This statement was roundly denounced by all political parties, including Danish People’s Party’s top leadership, but not Prime Minster’s own Liberal party.  

6. Political spokesperson for Prime Minster’s Liberal party John Rohde; I do not accept criticism of the government’s mishandling of Caricature case

The stubbornness and arrogance among the Liberal party’s top leadership to reject any criticism for its policies towards ethnic minorities, especially concerning its mishandling and mismanagement is legendary. After the disastrous fallback of the Caricature case, the Danish Foreign Office asked the 3 university experts to look at the whole sequence of events from the publication of the 12 caricature in Jyllands-Posten on 30Th September to the moment, when reactions subsided. The report was presented and discussed in the Danish Parliament on 24th May 2006. The report concluded that the Danish government bears the main responsibility for bungling the whole Caricature Affair.  Its main conclusion is that it is not the publication of 12 insulting caricature of Prophet Mohammed which set Middle east on fire but the way the Danish Prime Minister handled or mishandled the whole case. The experts also wrote that Danish government did not wish a dialogue because it was considered as a sign of weakness and giving up one’s own values.

Prime Minster did not comment on the report but his party henchman and political spokesperson John Rohde did gave a lengthy interview on the subject to newspaper Information (May 27-2006). In this he tirade, he not only berated the researcher but also called the report, guess work, and factually wrong. He further stated that;” It is not our duty as politicians to take a position whether Mohammed is insulted,(violated) or some one else feels offended.  This is not my duty to administer any thing concerning Islam.” 

7. Mosques in Denmark – a new survey by a religions’ researcher from Århus University

There are no official figures available as to how many Muslims or their prayer places are in the country. But a researcher, Lene Kühle from Århus University has in May 2006, given out a book, detailing the number of mosques or prayer halls in Denmark. This is the first time, such information is mapped. Her research also punctures many wide spread myths about militant Imams and misuse of Mosques. But before going into detail about this survey, it would be in place to look at the whole historical situation of Mosques and Imams in Denmark. 

Denmark is the only country in Europe with a large population of diverse Muslim communities where there is no purpose built mosque. There are many reasons for this absence but the opposition from a sizeable majority of Danes as well as the lack of backing from the official Denmark to any initiative has not helped to correct this situation. Besides the missing mosques there is neither a Muslim graveyard in any municipality in Denmark. To offer daily or Friday prayers, major ethnic groups like Turks, Pakistanis, Palestinians, Albanians/Bosnians, Moroccans and Iranians have bought and converted rundown factories, abandoned warehouses and in some cases apartment cellars into prayer houses. 

Any attempt to find a place to build a mosque was opposed by not only local populations but also political parties. So for years these small prayer halls serviced Muslim groups without anyone taking interest in their plight or function. However after the 11th September 2001 terror attacks on USA, the situation dramatically changed. Although for years these home made mosques fulfilled a social gap by providing religious advice, social get together for the elderly and Quran learning for the youngsters, the attacks gave an excuse not only to the secret services but also to political establishment to talk about these places in terms of terrorism, extremism and recruitment of the so-called Jihadists.

The Imams who normally help the Muslim families in their internal disputes and lead prayer services became the target of media hate and political rancour.

Ethnic spies and journalists with hidden microphones or cameras went to the mosques to listen and note Friday sermons for any hint of “glorification of terrorism” or “ anti-Semitic” statements. 

This targeted campaign resulted in many heated discussions in the society, which of course culminated in the major role Imams played, in informing the outside world about the Caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed. This in turn was used by the Danish government against them in its argument that the Imams are real culprits in the escalation of the controversy and thus enemy of the integration.

The government in its eagerness to diminish this perceived power of Imams and hold on Muslim communities started demonising the whole concept of importing Imams from homelands as well as covertly supporting a member of Danish Parliament – Naser Khader – who publicly sided with the government in Caricature affair and who has never lifted a finger to better the living conditions of ethnic minorities.

In a private, one to one meeting, the Prime Minister asked Naser Khader’s help to diffuse the anger in the Muslim world as well as diminish the influence of Imams in Denmark. Surprisingly, Naser obliged by creating a network of some of his friends under the name of Democratic Muslims. It is rumoured that he was given a substantial financial aid by the government to carry out activities.

It is with this background, Lene Kühle’s survey can be usefully understood.

The survey took two years and it covers all Denmark. Her definition of a mosque is a place where there is a minimum of one Friday prayer. In contrast to the rumours the society has about these places as hotbeds of terrorism and breading centres of extremism, the research disclose that;

· Most mosques are actually used as resting places for men, playing cards, reading homelands newspapers, drinking tea and exchanging gossips

· There are 115 places used by diverse Muslim groups. 

· These Mosques are discreetly placed and one can pass by these without noticing          

· All most all mosques belong to Sunni Muslims

· Imams are often chosen randomly and  sometimes anyone Muslim who was available on a particular Friday or one who knows about Islam more than the rest of the them

· 37 Mosques are directly linked with religious organisations in Turkey and  has educated Imams sent by the home country

· Only 7 large Mosques located in Århus and Copenhagen offer religious education and focus on theological messages. These Mosques have a very well educated Imams who are respected and  listened to by the congregation

· Most Mosques have not that kind of influence on people which the media and  politicians claim, these places have

The researcher is also critical of the media, which in her opinion has a tendency to mix religiosity with extremism.  In her interview with newspaper Politiken,

(23 May 2006) She very clearly stated that; “ We equate very religious with very dangerous and fundamentalist thus a threat to our society’s commonality. 

The unbalanced and unvaried picture of Muslims not only gives a fruitless debate but these frightening images are a barrier for those democratic forces, Danish politicians would so much like to promote. We have a tendency to generalise and put every one in the same box.”

Lene Kühle further suggested that a visible, centrally placed and a purpose built mosque in Denmark would help the process of integration. This will signal that Islam is accepted in Denmark and thus would help to re-win the confidence, Muslims in the Danish society. 

8. Four Danish comedians are ready with their first stand up show about  Mohammed crisis
With a clear intention of slaughtering the holy cows, some Danish comedians are preparing to launch a Stand Up comedy show at Comedy Zoo. The show would be initially for one week from 30th may to 3rd June. 

The initiative comes from Mette Frobenius and some of her colleagues who feel provoked by the self-censure among comedians concerning Islam.

“ It should not be so that one only makes fun about Protestants, Buddhists, Christians and Jews but not of Muslims. No one can benefit with this situation, not even Muslims. If a political correct wave all of a sudden orders that one can not poke fun on Lesbians and gay or vegetarians, we would have also made a show about it”. (B.T Newspaper. 24 May 2006)

It is very thought provoking that there has never been any Stand Up comic show about Jesus, Jews, Buddhists or Gay and Lesbians. It would simply be un- thinkable in Denmark. And yet, Mette Frobenius uses the often used argument that if we can make fun of our own religious deity, why not Islam. 

9. Integration and Islamisation

In Denmark, there are many influential commentators as well as priests, authors, journalists and public figures who can be termed as Islam haters. Although some are very vocal while others try to hide their hate behind intellectual formulations. One such person is Ralf Pittelkow. He has been an important adviser to the Social Democratic Party top for many years but have slowly drifted towards right wing positions. He is also married to former Interior Minster and a ferocious critic of Islam and Muslim cultures, Karen Jespersen. 

In his lengthy weekly column in Jyllands-Posten (21 May 2006), Mr. Pittelkow commented the survey, which took the temperature of Muslim opinions in Denmark about democracy, freedom of expression etc. 

He very elegantly knots together, increasing religiosity among Muslim youth to Islamisation and concludes that this process is dangerous for integration.

Here are some of his explanations of his arguments.

“ One should be enormously happy for all those immigrants who wish to integrate. We should appreciate this development. But what good is that if we close our eyes on the name of political correctness and do not see visible problems with ethnic and cultural splitting of the society.

Split is not a question of living separately, go in different schools and have poor contact with the labour market. Deep down, it is the question of, how much distance there is between the common basic values and how much fellowship, we have with each other. With relation to fundamental values in the society, the survey is scaring divide. When half of Muslims mean that freedom of expression should never supersede the consideration to religiously based rules and traditions. Danish Muslims are very diverse, no doubt about it but an Islamisation is winning terrain and it is a threat to integration.” 

In this classical analysis, Mr. Pittelkow does not hesitate to present religious feeling among Muslim youth as extremism and therefore dangerous. There is no space in his thinking, to explain, why youth are seeking refuge in Islam and if Islamisation was marching over Denmark, why, the parents of these young persons are not becoming more religious. After all, the parents suffer from racism and Islamophobia more than their children.

10. Muslims should discard Sharia

Danish People’s Party’s EU parliamentarian, Mogens Carme is well known for his bombastic Islamophobic statements. In his party’s annual meeting in 2001, he said; ”All European countries are infiltrated by Muslims and some of them talk nice to us. But they are waiting to grow in numbers so that they can kill us all.” In the later documents, the word kill was replaced with the word remove. 

The same Mr Camre now is now demanding that the Muslims renounce Sharia. In an article in the conservative newspaper Berlingske Tidende ( 21 May 2006), he said;          

“ We are standing in front of a fanatic religious power group which is stirring up the majority to fight against the modernisation. We should look in the eyes and see that this Western World’s foremost security problem is this Islamic immigration and the Islamist terror threat. Danes can every day see the problems with the spreading of this Islamic culture. 

We shall never respect a religion, which hold on to Sharia. Muslims should give up the belief that one day, they can threaten to take over Europe.”  

11. Fewer Danes are travelling to Muslim holiday destinations
In a full page backside article, newspaper B.T(24 May 2006) claimed that Prophet Mohammed caricature crisis has resulted in lesser Danish tourists going to Turkey and  other Muslim countries. Even in this innocent commercial news, Islam is dragged as a reason for Danish boycotting holiday destinations.

12. Imams are successful as arbitrators in conflicts

Although some politicians and official Denmark consider Imams as the source of conflict among Muslim communities and the Danish majority, the recent police reports have disclosed that in fact Imams offer a good service as arbitrators of conflicts among Muslim families and prevent conflicts to escalate further. 

In big towns such as Copenhagen, Århus and    Odense, police forces are very appreciative of this positive role Imams are playing. According to a police chief, Imams can make people listen while police has to use harsh methods to create peace. (Politiken. 28th May 2006)  

Conclusions

Studying only the May 2006 news and the focus it has on Islam, MediaWatch can divide the problems which the Muslim communities are facing in Denmark, in 5 distinct categories. Socio- economic, Political, Media, religious and Legal matter

· Socio- economic

There is wide spread unemployment, from 50% to 90%, depending on the ethnicity of the group. Jobs are denied just by looking at the names of applicants. Many employers are reluctant to gives jobs to Muslims because of stories of crime, emotional temperament, lack of qualifications and the perceived link with terrorism

· Political
Constant political statements portraying Muslims as a homogeneous group, unwilling to work, or integrate. There is no recourse or remedy to this because it has moved from far right parties and racist movements to mainstream parties – both left and right wing of the spectrum. 

The politicians very cleverly use the media’s thirst for sensational stuff and an easy way to claim that they are only presenting the views of the common man and woman in the country. Politicians also know that there is very little legal accountability to what they say, so they are becoming bolder in their rhetoric

· Media
Media has become a willing tool in spreading the political messages. The journalists often hold the microphone in front of racists politicians and do not want to ask difficult questions. This way, the media not only misinforms the public but also helps to cement the Islamophobic prejudices in people’s minds. In the absence of normal use of laws, which should protect Muslims against hate speech, there is no fear of prosecution

· Legal matters
Although there are laws against blasphemy, racial propaganda, differential treatment and discrimination, in the judicial system of Denmark freedom of speech weighs heavier than the protection of minorities – ethnic and religious. This has resulted in Muslims groups not going to the courts. The best example is the refusal of Attorney General’s refusal to allow laws suit against Jyllands-Posten for insulting Muslims in Denmark

· Religious affairs
1. Islam is not recognised officially as a religion in Denmark, only some congregations are approved by the State to give advice, perform marriages and hold prayers

2. There are no purpose built mosques or any financial support for establishing mosques Muslims through taxation are indirectly made to pay for the up keep of Churches

3. No, Imam education. Imams can be sent home if they are found to be preaching extremism or glorifying terrorism

4. Christianity, not religion as a subject in schools as well as the proposal of Hymns in the morning school start by the Church Minister

5. Church affiliated officials approve/disapprove names for Muslim children
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